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abolishing tuition fees, was the earliest and greatest re-
sult. The other changes were rather of the nature of
aspiration, though some progress was made in woman's
education. Future developments will depend wholly on
political stability and general social conditions.

EDUCATION

According to reports by Marcel Leart in 1913 there
were 803 Armenian schools and 81,226 students in Tur-
key. The Armenian population in Turkey of the coun-
try at the time was estimated at 1,250,000. (See Ap-
pendix for other estimates.)

The Armenian educational system is worthy of praise,
for it has been maintained at great cost and against many
obstacles. Love of learning has been a marked charac-
teristic of the Armenian nation and, while circumstances
have hampered their working out anything resembling a
a complete system for themselves, they have never failed
to embrace an opportunity for further study, when such
was offered them. Owing to the peculiar situation of
the Armenians as a subject Christian race of Turkey, it
has not been possible for them to patronize the Moham-
medan government schools. In order to have schools
where their own religion and national ideals could be
promulgated, they had organized a national school sys-
tem, taxing themselves for its maintenance. Its head-
quarters were located in Constantinople under the name
of the Union of Armenian Schools. This organization
provided for a network of schools all over the Empire,
closely connected with and largely supported by the Gre-
gorian Church. The elementary schools were free but
higher education was paid for in part by the students.
It is noteworthy that nearly every village and town all
over the country where Armenians lived had its national
Armenian school while Moslem government schools often